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EPA officials announce 
clean-up completion 
NL Taracorp site to be 
finished bv end of month 
By Scott Cousins 
Staff writer 

Wi(h the iccenlly-coppc'd NF- Taracorp !e;i(i pilo 
as a backdrop and a group of Head Start ctiil<i;-cn 
sitting in front, olljciiais with liie US, 
Environmental Proiectlon Agency iinnounced 
Wednesday that the clcaivui) of residential areas in 
ihc NL Taracorp Siiporfund Site is nearly complet
ed 

Tlie nniii clean up nf ihc site is* CTpccted by Iho 
end of flic month, ;ind man-

iSMS?JKffl 'P''i"S eouipmen: for ihe 
rtf^TfiJlMMfe^ area will bo installed by 

ftcptcmljer. 
Sneiiklng on bchnll oi 

Mayor Hon Sclph of Granite City and Tyrone 
Echois fif Venice, \vho eoiiid not'attend the eveni, 
Mayor John Ilamin of Madison said the liPA and 
private contractors responsible for the clean up did 
"a groat job," 

"This afford.s Ihe people i.'f Madison, Granite 
City and Venice a heallh.y place to live," he said. 

See EPA, Page AG 

Tim Stophon^oiI \AYM-, 

Madison County Board Chairman Rudy Papn 
talks during a ceremony announcing the corrs-
pletion of tho HL Taracorp Superfund site 
clean-up. 
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EPA officials announce 
clean-up completion 
Contlnuod from Page iA 

Timothy Fiolcs Jr., assistant 
administrator nf the EPA's 
Office of Solid Waste and 
Emergency Response, was the 
main speaker. 

He pointed O-JI that the 30th 
anniversary of Eanh Dny waa 
celebrated a few weeks ago, and 
the Superfund program will be 
20 years old in Deccn^ber. 

"We celebrated rivers no 
longer catching on fire, the air 
bci'iig healthy enough to breath, 
the land bein{? deantd up; we 
tlilnk much progress has been 
made OVIT the last 30 years," he 
said. "This site and the progress 
here, represents that l̂ -po of 
progress that we want to aciiieve 
all over the country," 

Of the approximately 1,300 
Superfund sites in the country, 
ho said C85 ore completed. 

"We think nf no place better 
to celebrate this than in Granite 
City." he said. "Wc think the 
progress here is i>ymboIic of 
progress being made on 
Superfund sites throughout the 
country, where cleanups are 
being done faster, cheaper anil 
more cfriciently," 

Fields also talked nlwut the 
site being the first in the 
Superfund Joo Training 
Initiative program, 

Locfli residents were trained 
to qualify for jobs in environ
mental assessment and cleanup. 

Of the 2D who participated, 
eight were hired at the NI. 
Taracorp site, and others were 
hired at different sites or related 

4̂ T T Te think the progress here is sym-
W bolic of progress being made on 

Superfund sites throughout the country, 
where cleanups are being done faster, 
cheaper and more efficiently." 

Timothy Fields Jr. 
.'i.ssioiant ; ic l^ 'iiSlfOtcr 

contamlnalior. from the site 
includes airborne smelter stack 
emissions in nearby areas, and 
battery chips used as fill 
throughout the area, 

Ln 1986, the EPA included the 
site on its National Priorities 
List, 

The study ended in inaB, and 
cleanup began in 1993. 

About fiO people gathered in 
the ICOO block of Edison Avenue 
in Granite Cilv for the progrnnv 

Brad Uradley, one of two 
regional project managers for 
the site, said the location was 
picked because it had been one 
of the most contaminated of the 
residential .̂ itcs. 

EPA will clean up lead-con-
taminaled sites when tho load 
levels reach 500 parts per mil
lion. Rrodlcy said in that neigh
borhood some of the levels 
reached 3,500 PPM. The most 
heavily contaminated areas were 
the alleys in Eagle Park and 
Venice where bnllcry chips were 
used as fill He said contamirm-
lion in some of those -irens 
reached 100,000 PPM. 

Jobs. 
The clean up of the l*>acre 

site and the nearby 14-acre mnin 
industrial properly was complet
ed in September 1999, The resi
dential clean up included testing 
of about 2,500 homes and 
removal of Icad-contaminaled 
soil from about l,liO0 yards in ihc 
Granite City, Madison, Venice 
and Eagle Park areas, 

The owners of H7 propenles 
would not allow the EPA to test, 

Of those, about 10 were in a 
"hot zone" where lend contami
nation in adjoining homos was nt 
least twice the allowable level. 

That will t>c noted on the 
deeds of those homes, and that 
will make it difficult to sell the 
properties without testing. 

The cost of lestinj? is about 
$200 per home, but if load is 
found the cost of cleanup is 
between $10,000 and $20,ooo. 

The cost of the project was 
W3 million. Of that about $30 
ml'Iion was recovered from NL 
Industries 

The main site was a second
ary lead smelter and refining 
plant from IC03 to : m . Lead 
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rea to receive $2 million EPA off 

ant for lead paint removal; dean-u 
louncement part of NL Taracorp Superfund site completion I 
:ott Cousins 
writer 

Dart of the ccremo.^ics 
acing the completion of the 
iracorp Superfund site 
ap, officials announced 

,-:c Trl-Ciiies area will 
.C$2 million to deal with 
jaint in homes within thi 
fund area. 
•e funding comes as a 
ernentnl Environmental 

Project, and 
^ipiMMSlM is paid by 
: # S % | | the 
^ ^ ^ ' - ^ ^ Potentially . V ; . ; > * I A T I * . • i . ^ 

Responsible 
S3, tho companies responsl-
;r the Taracorp contamina-

e money is paid Instead of 
.' by the more than 100 com-
:i responsible for contaml-
ig the site, and is expected 

approved in f«leral court. 
he money would be used to 
;.e and adminisler the clean 
f lead-based paint in homes 
in the Superfund site area, 
hat is In addition to a $3.r> 
on grant from the U,S. 
j.nment of Housing and 
in Development received by 
ison County Community 
elopmcnt last year to start 
.ead Safe 2000 program. . 
:> far, Cheryl Jouetl, MCCD 
inistralor, said C5 homes 
? been identified for remedia-
under the program. Of 
p, 20 are in the Tri-Cities 

4(T ead paint was used in homes since 
X-ithe late 1800s, so I would say most 

of the homes in this community have it," 

area. 
Tho $2 million will be for cse 

only in the Superfund site nroa. 
•We've set a target of at least 

100 units to be addressed through 
that (money)," Jouett said. 

MCCD will hire companies to 
perform risk assessment !or eli
gible house.s within the area 
Tliose with higo lead levels will 
be remedied. 

The cost is about $8,500 per 
home for the actual improve
ments, plus the cost of assessing 
and certification after ihe work 
is finished. 

She said load-bused paint is J 
major problem in older homes, 
ana said there is probably "quite 
a bit" in the houses in the 
Superfund area, 

"I would say it'.'; probably 
very, very corrimon In this CO.TI-
munity," she said. "That is 
because most of the buildings 
were built prior to 1978 when 
lead paint was banned Lead 
paint was used in homes since 
the late ihOOs, so I would say 
most of the homes in this com
munity have it." 

The major concern about lead 

Cheryl Jouett 
rv*X[) adrn:r.stra!or 

paint is its effect on the ne;;ro-
logical development ef sniall 
children who eat the paint. 

"Or :••! 'hey get past the age 
of 6 or 7, the effect is dimin
ished," she .said. 

Lead-Safe 2000 aisc 
announced a .«!chodu!e for apply
ing for lead-based paint removal 

That includes both the $2 mil-
iloii Superfund program and the 
$3.2 million county-wide pro 
gram. 

Apphcatio.n.s from Granite 
City, Madison or Venice can be 
mudc from 2 to b p.m. May 15 in 
the Granite Ciiy Library's con
ference room; from 10 a.m. to 2 
p m, May 17 in the Madison City 
Ha!r,s council chambers; from 
2:30 to5pm May 17 at the 
Venice Senior Citizens Center; 
from 10 a m. !o I p m May 18 at 
the Venice Senior Citizens' 
Center, from i to 4 p m, May 18 
in the Madison City Hall',? coun
cil chambers; and from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. May '̂ 0 in Granite City 
Library's conference room. 

Applicants should bring proof 
of income, ownersnip documen
tation or rental agreements 

For more information, call 
(i92-7040, extension 4383 or C502, , 

Continued f̂ om Page 1A 

Timothy Fields Jr., assistant 
administrator of the EPA's 
Office of Solid Waste and 
Emergency Response, was the 
rrialn speaker. 

Ht' pointed out that the 30th 
anniversary of Earth Day was 
celebrated a few weeks ago, and 
the .Superfund program will be 
20 years old in December. 

"Wc celebrated rivers no 
longer catching on fire, the air 
being healthy enough to breath, 
the land being cleaned up; wc 
think much progress has been 
made ovfer tne last 30 years," he 
said, "This site and the progress 
here, represents that type of 
progress that we want to achieve 
all over the country.'' 

Of the approximately l,3»0 
Superfund sites in the country, 
he said fl«u arc completed, 

"We think of no place better 
to celebrate this than In Granite 
City," he said. "We think the 
progress here is symbolic of 
progress being made on 
Superfund sites throughout the 
country, where cleanups are 
being done faster, cheaper and 
more efficiently." 

Fields also talked about the 
site being the first in the 
Superfund Job Training 
Initiative program, 

Local residents were trained 
to qualify for jobs in environ
mental assessment and cleanup. 

Of tho 25 who participated, 
eight were hired at the NL 
Taracorp site, and others were 
hired at different sites or related 
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Residents pleased by results 
at Superfund cleanup site 
Dy Cl i e ry l C a d u o 

O R A N H U C I T Y • - i'i.,,1 V..I-

so:i hiM wmclivil fiviiii I'.is iji»i! 
yiud as ft-OiMl cnviruiiint'iKil ivi;-
li!,lliirs IllllK'l! 0 niOHStfdir. 
250,00O.iii;i blnii pile iiiiM .1.1'fi'i'.c 
mouciil oi ' tra^.". .ii 15l!i .u i j Si„U' 

TIIL^ i.ixic pjlo IIM; t»,is.j s:i! as j 
syiiihul of cjivirunim.'!'.:::! (Jc'.i.v 
iiuw sUinil! ,•>» ii !.yir.l«il o! onvi-
ryiiinciilnl rciuiSilii;iiioii fi>i Wil-
.%iin, \>.liii livci Ll 1707 i:(!iM)i-, 
Ave. 

Wilson JvlillCkl IflCll |Vlil;ct,i 'ls 
niiJ rupri^icnlacivcb liom die U.S. 
Invironiiicnial IVolCLin'n .Sjci 'vy 
HI Hw foot of llil- Si.lj,; pii ! WVJ.io.i 
dsy I j celebrate tlic Hiuirly ; n m . 
plcii'tl ticiiriup yf Iho M l.'ul i>' 
Iricii-Ttiriiwrp .Suiivrljiiil MIC. 

The clciiiuip tiiiik nc i r ly ii 
Jccadv, cusi S(>,1 inlllioii u.ul h.is 
iiwluilcd tliu removal i i f lcad-cini . 
lamiiUiU'd soil fiiiiii L.'idd lo^idi.'!',-
ih'.! yaiUi. Ill Gmiiili; C'liy. Vuiiivi-
aoil Madisnii ,'!I'.MI!; wiili iKc cj|V 

(linn of iliv slag pili;, 
Wilwr, ttli.w yard Uiis one of 

i!u' f;rst ciciincd up. suii! he is pani t-
uljfly pk.iscd by the SOLIHI* of cUil-
dicii pliiyiiiK ill niighliiiftiood ya:ds. 

"Itijfivrc ii was 50 diiinjefous, 
yii.ididii 'i Wii:ukid.<pli7ingf)ul m 
tl\c y.ird," ho siiid. "Nmv my 
jiLiinlchildit'ii Clin coiiic) oui in ilu-
y.iid mill not even iliini; oliiml ihc 
lw.id jiiimiioii.'^ 

Tun pieltK, nn HPA flilmitiisun. 
i..ir b i ' c d ill Wafiliiniiton. ! ) C . . 
*lfciii-.'l ll\c O u n i i o City pKijcel 3 
ii.)i...-i;iis boe.'iusi^ Ihc eloaiiup wu.'i 
J.nil ' in .1 l imfly iiiamicr uiu! 
vil,'lllo;l^ll;ll^•s Ihe pumr t s s of l!ic 
SiiprrHiiid pwiiram a t ii (inltrs iik 
I'Dih ycai iii oprMlioii 

"Tliis i i i i an<' llic pr.njnim Ik'n: 
icjiiuicni.* ilic lypc of pivgram i*c 
w.'iiji u) .u'lilcve all across ihe 
lO'jiilry," he siiiil, 

,M;ic!iKiii CouiMy ChJlriliiin 
Rudy I'iipa mill Mudisiiij M j y o i , 
jiiiiii 11,111110 «omiiicii<1vd the vari
ous iiyencies t1i;il iissislcd the CPA 
m jicilina (lie clcamiti completed. 

Tlicisc ixnnjiaiiics lliat cotllribytid 

lu Ihc inol:i:r si.ick ciiiUsioiu dmi 
ron:ii 111 limed Iho RK'II hasc a[;ivi'd 
III piiy fur $.1,1 iiiiilion UDiih of Iho 
cleaj-.up ill ii sfitlemoni widi I1K ftxl-
cral «rniro!ii)ii'i,i.il ojjcncy, 

Tor Ihc first lime in a SupLMfmid 
ClL'.UHip, t'lC H'lilCiillilli wil l 
include 11 s'lpplciiioiiiiil projci:! lo 
dcditiiic S- million lf> .'idd-'ess 
li'iid-p.iin! toi'.laiviiiiiiiion fur 
hoiv.ei 111 ilic ii ie. 

ChL-ryl ;c>.ietl, ilircctor of .Mndi-
si i i iCojnly Coiimiuniiy Dcvelop-
ineni, wliiiii is ndniini^irriiii} liii; 
Ifud-band p.iir.l p.uKrnm, urjjwJ 
lesidfiiis ui .ipi-ly fur Ihe progi j in , 
ttliivh will liavv ciioujli flinds to 
ciraii aliiiiii lOClioiiies. 

A|ipliiiiiioiiscii>tie filled imiii) 
Ihe GraniU' (.'iiy Lihi i ry from 2 lo 
5 fi.in, ,Vl3y i<< frid I'J ».ii\. lo 2 
p.iii, M,iy 20. 

Other scssio.is will be lickl 
frfim 10 a,ID. Ill 2 p.m. May 17 and 
from I 111 i p.r.i. May 18 at Mniii-
5011 City liall, .iiul .''fom I M lo 5 
p . n May 17 and fifi.ii l O a . r i lo 
I p . n , Nhy IS in the Venice 
SenierCili^tn. ';Cctiicr. 

/!r>Kr i F i : u i . r ^ ' r ">!. . ,^/• / ' • / ' " /"" 
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County will use grant limds 
to reduce hazard from lead 

Moiiev wiil a.^sisi 
poopie iioij;- El'A's 

Siijicrfimd siic 

U V l l l A V l l K s n * T f l i t n -

M.Mli.SO.N CnUMTl' i r r .x i f r Iton. 
W fl̂ <^ ri<:«n !iiT AJWi liJinc lj.M v c r 
i«<iuiw 11 wiif poisoninr. Iiei Ixi'.'V. 

IAUJ pMir.l bnj.-.hcd iio rwr hmijw f!^v• 
»,Mi A<;0 v i i it<kn«; uT in'.e ihc air „n.. 
Jtrl. A* p rvAiili, llic hU.'At-K'Ad Ii«vi.-lv i:, 
!i','r ?ye«r tild dimghif >-, Mcftdow, 
:T.fol)Cd liWiV Uinu Xwi-.it UK- wfi.' rji« 

"Wc (lod kt\C CilJrt kil uvtfl uwf IUJMd.̂ . 
lie>- I'l/s, tMjry.hlnii," Xonitol SAid "Wc 
JK^Ilt Know iMCfiUX' Ikl lAJlJJil't MM i ' . " 

Kcnltiil (ji;«lc<l IJ i l l l lJ IV. fkJulCJ HJ!,-
J,,.'Wft AiiJ we.̂ luxi Mrjilnw's l(iy» 

".My mli$<on wuen I »ului up r ic,7 
Jjy »M in radiKir tlit^ kind U: llif 
liniifo," .H* Mid. " l i WM .rni.itriiB.T((. 
F.«ii i>*tw nil thflt *ork, I w i i tliM ixn-
£0iiuu4 uiy tiiilU." 

80 Iho KotiKol l&:ii!y iiM^ed u-al (if Uw 
hoiLif fi» ihTTc m-vfths. 'ilicy coiiLirjia 
lu d«i i i ui. ilwir own hiil iTHiliInt nftoK, 
thf CjinlmdOit wi l l could proijcrly re 
111*)'.!.' iht U'(-d h*wiî d .̂ 

IMt'f KlKir M«i!»<4) Cotaiiy HCi>n.x! 
ijL 

Af pAjl of IJic l4j^i]-Qu?vd Puinl TI.,/. 
nnl Control hxiCl'WK. Ulv couiil/ n>-
placud windoKH Mtd (Inna:, nod poinlcd 
;llC h<AjdO Ifmidu and uuL 

iTngrnm nflnMlllwttolt i i tw hulpvd 
jtMul 50 f^ i i i iu i liVe lh(̂  Ki'Dknlii re. 
liucc ICiilt llW^rdt tn l l idr IHKIIUI. Aiid 
now. wlUi u IK'W &̂  Dilltiun KTAnt IVmii 
Ihc U.'J, Knviroiuncoud rnxwi i i in 
At;iKii7, ih<i pmtmni •<iil he <iWc to liO'ji 
ttioau lOCnibn! 

TV moiwy will 50 to ^-ilooe K*d htu-
,-iMs In horaa iicJir ilm El'A'ii NI, Indiui, 
i i iai Suiieifund niln In ibn 'ITHHirti 
lirM. 

nPA nffiriflls rf»inpl.MfH ihclr Ŵx-K (t-
nioviivf! OOlituiimiitiM) ft-um yunJx noar n 
' i imrr Imd pile A« |>an of u i ^aw-
MiL'Ml w,th Ihe pflhHfls rc^poruihlr. fCii' 
ilic enitftn>.i!iJiiuii m MidiiJil Vwuto 
Olid iirunhe Ciiy, the ounp^ilk* r^vc 

Laad pKtnt hazardt 
• 1 M U S, i.',Yiforr,».il4i PijlB.-!li.-' 

K f ' ' - i <». I «ix.llc 1/ rvllK-fl to Mi4iiO<l 
Coj' ly to nt i ju. itac [vi.ni n r̂̂ fc:̂  |r l i i i 

k ADo.it ' j t. ,-vt'.(tH 0' (li.lll.-wi ir 
M.-ni»v,i (\-».iity WM tw.w lui leu;' 
ri-JHon nc In 1998. 

• Filly lam.:!*., jtewnrklig .f'lh tiv̂  
cuji IT 13 lcra;Ill̂ ^ ua.l pa nt T. l''*:i Iviios 
AUJW; 1 Oi mci'r win be h«i(«d *ii i i f n 
• : ."AfMV 
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uram 
Fmi) wiil lit listd 
for lead hazard clmmjp 
C(iniirMei.l from pane J 

m.-T.ey to llic F.PA foi- Ihf 'vricc 
hon of Lead-pniin huzards, aaid 
Chery] Jouett, the coiiiUy'.'* coir. 
rounily development 8dmin;.v.ja-
tor. 

The money wii; go \u he.piiii^ 
psople rc-paint their older liorri'js 
and tvplaco windi'̂ wn witli flakiup 
le^d paint, she said, 

'f'hc coiinty fecoivc'd a o\mih\r 
grant from tlic US. I5ep<!rln:t:n jf 
Hinising fiiid Urbfin Dov'elji^mcr.i. 
in October tliat funded the rcniedi-
atinn of lead pnint in 2G0 uniii iif 
privately owned, luw-iiicorrf t".oil5-
ing. 

'I'he lxiud-2-uKa ruir.i il-irhut 
Connxil Pr.)si"Hm has been ŝ iiceo.s;,-
fui since It first b'jutm •.̂ vo >-eiir'-. 
ago. But many more homes ucov. 
work, Jouett said. 

"Wc have jti.'Jt bcgL.i to go: our 
foot wet," she said, ' luit wo v.ill 
conliniic to look ftn- more ^uiii:s VJ 
expand the pr.ijn'ain," 

Tho pronntin is ilio only oiis i.f 
its kind woi*kint{ to I'Cduo* len:! 
hn7.nrds in Madison Ci^unty. 

Priority is given rii homes with a 
child idonlified as havini? a;̂ . ele
vated blood-lead level. 

ODier priority homes include 
those wiicre a lend liay.-.rd exist;: 
and where children under llic asje 
of (> or ,1 pt'ORrmnr wotiiaii reside. 
Work in these homes includes Um 
rcmov/il of lead paint. iXM)!acen-,(»tr 
of windows and doors, r r Uw 
cleaning of attics and wails. 

The I^ead-lJased Paint Hazard 
Control Program is cooi'diniiied by 
the county'.s Coir.niuiiity Dcvcluj)-
ment office ajid the jMadison Cotin-
ry Ilcall!) Tie^piivnom More tlifn' 
•1,000 children in fhe couniy will W 

-tf iiox: ih;i;y ••?"'•••• 
I •.-.'i .i<:ii;i:tfca ..u.; , :.;. 

,vi!;i cievntud l/iood-lr.'u'. it v,'-, c;-.-i 
.-•ifTer from danifig; '.i.' ''-^ bran) 
and tifr\'ous system, behfi '̂iur aiid 
iL-ainlng problems, slowed growth, 
hearing problems and he,id<;ch?s, 
Mio iymntoiiii oi hijl) k-v<i u-vcl? 
sre .simikr to flu 6ymj-)trijv..s. Bu? 
they don't alwey.-i appear in the 
Cfirly stages. 

"Children can look perfectly nor
mal without any identifying fac
tors," .wici I)eb:irnli Tsch(i,!:chio!<. a 
coimly hc/iUh dcparhr.tut iiiaiiiit^-
CJ-, "That's why we cacourap nil 
Parents ti) ecr tlieir children 
tested." 

Only 3.0 pet'cont o!" tho chiidron 
ill Madi.scn C'ounly wero scrtvned 
for t)locd it'dd Icvcli in 'Mii. siic 
said. 111 ,•) cjjuiuy wlt!i many older 
! nes, r'^ire childtvn .should be 
tesrpd. 

"Wc havti a let orediicanon to do 
fc make .sure parenfK iindci>i;ird 
Ic-ad poisoning," she said, 

The health department olTci's 
screenings in it.s iminuiiiiaLion 
clinic, For niorti informauun, col! 
692-ftW4. 

In UJ78, the Consumer Prciduct 
Safety D)!iiriu3slon biiiiiicd iu'uii-

e 

• . ,-t 
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i-
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i.air.; ;'ot 
(li p.iiinvi .'. 
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Children wha eat A we|i,-Oa;-
inced dii;i may avoid Isaci bjildup 
ai die;r blooci. Foods liigft m c,aici-
urn, \-iramln C nnd iron can'prcvent' 
blcxid-lc-ad poisoiuHH' 

;\n estimated 1.7 milLon childivri'-.' 
in the United States hr.vo high ' 
blood-lead levcLs, according to tlic; 
Centers for Disease Control. These" 
niimbor.-i ixiiioiii hit.;!i despite ihc' ' 
icniuval ol' load from gasohne, food • 
can.'iinc pnKhict.<; and rhe bftnn;ny 
of lead-based paint for liomes.Dc-', 
tarioratint; leud-bascd paint in old-; 
er housing is responsible for most -̂  
cf lliu remaining cases. C 

The Illinoic Deportment of Pub-; ' 
i:c Hcahli lias designated some 
higl-.-nsK areas in the county, Fac-l 
tors contntiuting tothe risk ar?-iev- '̂  
el of income, ngc of Ktinctuio and ;.' 
loc<ition of gilsc'B (jf elevatctl blood-.ii' 
lead levels, Moĵ e tl?ai^ 90 percent'. 
of the hott̂ r><: in the .high-risk artia y 
were built beforo.'l579; , ^» 

Tho high-risk ZIP codes are 'Al- ' 
wii H\2mz), VM̂ X Alton (62024), 
Granite City (620^10), Hartford 
(62048), Madicon (fi2(t«7), NeW 
DouHla.̂ i (62074), Venice (62090), 
Wood Kiver (62095), Soittli Hoxwnn 
(62087) And Cottage lliHs (62018). 
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